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The method of treatment is too chronological. After the first chapter 
on the social contract in antiquity and the second on the middle ages the 
following chapters are given over to separate centuries. There is not 
enough of an attempt by the author to show the influence of one publi- 
cist on another. 

About Rousseau and the theorists of the eighteenth century he goes 
into the greatest of detail and brings his subject down to the immediate 
present by the consideration of works by Fouill6e, Leon Bourgeois, and 
of other juristic, socialistic and anarchistic writers of the present. It is 
in this last portion of the work that its greatest value lies, especially 
because of the large amount of space given to French writers. Aside 
from this Gierke's Genossenschaftsrecht will continue to stand as the 
definitive work on the history of the contract theory of the state as well 
as of the history of the general subject of contractual relations. 

James Sullivan. 



A History of the English Agricultural Laborer. By Dr. W. Hasbach. 
Newly edited by the author and translated by Ruth Kenyon. 
With a preface by Sidney Webb, LL.B. (London: P. S.King and 
Son. Pp. xvi, 470.) 

Dr. Hasbach's History of the Agricultural Laborer is more than an 
economic study, although its value in this respect is undoubted. It 
is, however, still more valuable as a contribution to political science; for 
it is the condition of the agricultural laborer as produced by legislation 
that is the theme of Dr. Hasbach's monograph. The early history of 
the English peasantry is passed over very lightly, and, in fact, it is clear 
that Dr. Hasbach has not made any exhaustive study of the manorial 
system in England. The real subject of Dr. Hasbach's search is the 
transition from a rural population attached to the land, and having 
rights in the soil, to an agricultural proletariat which took place in 
England as a consequence of the enclosure of commons and wastes and 
the deprivation of the agricultural population of all share in the land. 
This movement which took place in the later half of the eighteenth cen- 
tury and the first half of the nineteenth, was undoubtedly largely econo- 
mic, and was due, as Dr. Hasbach points out, to the change in the charac- 
ter of agriculture, the introduction of more diversified crops and of 
machinery and more modern methods of farming; but these causes would 
not have made the enormous change in the position of the rural inhabi- 
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tants of England, had it not been for the legislation which was passed in 
obedience to the theories of the economists Adam Smith, Arthur Young, 
Arbuthnot and Malthus. The proposition from which these economists 
started Dr. Hasbach quotes from Arbuthnot who, besides being an econo- 
mist and writer, was himself a large farmer. " If by converting the little 
farmers into a body of men who must work for others, more labor is pro- 
duced," wrote Arbuthnot, " it is an advantage for which the nation should 
wish." The proletarian forces demanded, according to the theories of the 
economists of the eighteenth century, in order to obtain the greatest net 
returns from the land, were created by means of the enclosure acts and the 
poor laws, and the terrible consequences of this deliberate degradation of a 
large section of the nation in obedience to a supposed necessity for a 
greater bulk of production are traced by Dr. Hasbach through the whole 
of the nineteenth century. He indicates what attempts have been made 
to undo by legislation the disastrous effects that had been produced by 
law, and also the small accomplishment as yet of attempted remedial 
legislation. The story is brought up to 1906, but does not cover the 
two latest attempts of the liberal government to cope with rural depop- 
ulation and misery — the small holdings act of 1907 and the old age 
pensions act of 1908. 

A. G. P. 



